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TursDay, 12 February, 1793. 


Pondera Paoniis veterum memorata libellis 
Noffe juvat. R, Fannius pE Ponpb. er Mens, 
It is ufeful to afcertain the meafures mentioned in the prefcrip- 
tions of Apothecaries. 


Neget quis carmina Gallo. Vuire, 
Who would not write in behalf of Cocks ? 





"Tue late agreement among Farmers 
tu enforce the felling of corn by the Winchefter 
Bufoel deferves the commendation of all, who regard 
the welfare of Society; as it will tend greatly to pre- 
vent oppreffion and fraud in a {pecies of traffic, on 
the due regulation of which fo much is depending. 
And, indeed, what could be more abfurd, than thar 
the name of a meafure fhould have no definite figni- 
fication, but might ftand tor a greater or lefg 
quantity according to the pleaiure of any knavith 
interpreter? It 1s with concern, however, that I 
have obferved fome other meafures, which are ne 
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lefs indefinite in their meaning than the Bufee/ : of 
thefe I fhall inftance only the sea-cup, the wine-glafs, 
and the /ab/e-/poon ; trom the want of a ftandard in 
which, ferious mifchieis daily arife. Gentlemen, 
who, (to ufe the phrafe of a late Knight of Bio- 
graphical memory) have “an unmanly love of tea,” 
prudently limit themfelves to a certain number of 
cups; but depth and diameter are feldom confider- 
ed; and hence it frequently happens, that they, who 
never drank a cup (oo much either in the morning or 
afternoon, have ftill ruined their nerves by tea. 
The confequences refulting from the uncertainty of 
the wine-glafs are no lefs to be deplored. Here alfo, 
as inthe former inftance, depth and diameter are 
rarely taken into the account: and many a fober 
matron, who never exceeds her ordinary aliowance 
of five glafles of Madeira, retires from the dining. 
room full ba/f-/eas-over. But the want of a ftandard 
in fable-/poons is a {till more formidable evil; fince 
they are ufed in moft parts of the Country as mea- 
fures, not of wine ortea, bet of the moft potent 
drugs. “Our apothecaries give us no farther direc- 
tion for {wallowing their medicines, than that at 
{tated intervals we are to take a fable—/poon-full: yet 
what can be more unlimited than the capacity of a 
Spoon? Who does not know that Spoons, like every 
thing of human formation, are liable to the caprice 
of fathion? And that thofe of modern make are 
not half fo large, as fome which have come down to 
us among the family-plate ? 
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A FRIEND of mine, a Phyfician, once informed 
me, that his medicines, fince he began to practife 
in the Country, had feldom produced the intended 
effect in a proper degree. This circumftance he 
attributed to the variety of our conftitutions ; 
which, he fuppofed, muft be greater in a circuit of 
fixty miles, than in the compafs of a few Parifhes 
of London, where the temperature of the air muft be 
nearly the fame.—I confeffed his reafoning was 
plaufible ; at the fame time I defired him to confi- 
der not only the difference of conftitutions among 
his new Patients, but the difference of /poons. 
He immediately took the hint; and has fince ac- 
quainted me, that as his medicines have operated too 
little or too much, he finds upon enquiry, that they 
have generally been taken in a tea-fpoon or a foup- 
ladle. 


As I am not lefs zealous to preferve the bodies, 
than to improve the minds of my Readers, I cannot 
fail tocenfure this dangerous mode of fending them 
medicines, and to recommend the method, which 
is practifed in London ; where the Patient, who has 
occafion for fix dofes in a day, receives them in fix 
feveral phials, each holding the quantity prefcribed 
to the tenth part of adrop. That the fame cuftom 
does not prevail in the Country, muft be imputed 
to the penurious difpofitions of our Apothecaries, 
who to fave expence make one phial ferve inftead of 
half a dozen ; as Attornies, againft an exprefs A# 

ee 
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of Parliament, ingrofs feveral deeds on the fame fkin 
of Parchment. 


I rtcoriect a paflage of an obfcure medical wri- 
ter, which is fo appofite to my purpofe, that I can-~ 
not forbear quoting it. The author alluded to is 
Marcellus ; who in the {mall fragment remaining of 
forty-two books De Medicina, thus explains the plan 
of his Treatife. 


INic repperies per nomina perque medelas 
Dejcriptas fpecies, et pondera menfurarum 
Congrua, qua fapiens fumes moderamine certe. 
Ne fellare vide, neu quee funt parta faluti, 
Vertat in exitium non folers cura medentis. 


<< Iw this book you will find the various kinds of medi- 
«¢ cines laid down according to their names and the cures 
<« they effe&t, and'alfo the proper quantities ; that you may 
«¢ fafely take them by a certain rule : for it is neceffary that 
¢¢ you fhould be cautious ; left what was intended as a re- 


«¢ remedy, by the carelefsnefs of the Phyfician become the 
«¢ means of your deftruétion.” 


In the part relating to the pondera metifurarum cons 
grua | have no doubt we fhould have found half the 
fubftance of this Paper, with fome fevere ftriGures 
upon /poons. Severity, however, fhould be fhewn 
by thofe, who are invefted with power : and I can- 
not think it a tafk unworthy of the wifdom of the 
Britifh Legiflature to take the Spoon into confidera- 
tion, as they formerly did the Buel. I do not 
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mean that all {poons fhould be reduced to one ftan- 
dara, ( which might be attended with great inconve- 
nience) but chat they fhould be confined to culinary 
purpofes, to which alone they are adapted. An Act 
might be paffed, ordering, that no Phyfician, Apo- 
thecary, Surgeon, Bone-fetter, Farrier, Cowleech, 
or any other perfon of the Faculty fhould direé& his 
medicines to be taken in a fpoon; that every dofe 
fhoula be given in a feparate phial ; and that the 
{aid phial fhould be a true and exact meafure of the 
dofe fo to be taken. The expediency of fuch an 
Act might be fet forth in the following preamble. 


Wuereas, there isa great varicty of {poons of 
different contents and gages ufed in feveral Coun. 
tics, Cities, Towns, Villages and other places of 
the Country for the meafuring, taking, drinking 
and fwallowing of all forts of draughts aperient, 
emetic, fedative, aftringent and other draughts 
ufuaily meafured, taken, drunk and fwallowed in 
fpoons to the great laxity, vomiting, drowfinefs, 
coftivenefs and other complaints of the people in 
the Country : 


Be it, therefore, enacted &c. 








Tue following Petition has lain by me fome time, 
and cannot more feafonably be publifhed than on 
Shrove-T uefday. 
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TO THE , eet 
COUNTRY SPECTATOR's 
MOST EXCELLENT HUMANITY. 


The Humble Petition of all the Cocks in the Country 
Sheweth, 


TuarT your Petitioners are a race of Bipeds commonly 
known by the name of Cocks ; and that they are moft cruel- 
ly treated, without any provocation on their part, by an- 
other race of bipeds, who call themfelves AMJen ; tho’ we 
do not believe them to be of the fame fpecies with YOUR 
MOST EXCELLENT SPECTATORSHIP. 


THAT your faid Petitioners are conftantly ftimulated to 
fingle combat by the faid Bipeds called men, who take a 
favage delight in flaughter and bloodfhed. 


THar your Petitioners are not fuffered to fight with the 
weapons, which Nature gave them for their defence, but 
are compelled to arm themfelves in fteel ; by which means 
their wounds are gencrally mortal. 


THAT, moreover, on a certain day in the year your 
Petitioners are ignominioufly bound to ftakes, while the 
faid men throw at them huge pieces of wood, by which 


your Petitioners have their legs broken and generally lofe 
their lives. 


THAT your Petitioners do not obje& to fighting in de- 
fence of their honour, having been always diftinguifhed by 
perfonal courage : but that they humbly conceive there is 
a wide difference betwixt fighting to avenge an injury, and 


butchering each other like Gladiators for the amufement of 
a rabble. 
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~ Tuat if it fhould appear to your SPECTATORSHIP 
upon mature deliberation, to be abfolutely neceilary to the 
happinefs of Aden that domeftic fowl fhould murder each 
other and be fet up as marks to throw at, your Petitioners 
beg leave to divide the dangers, to which they are now 
folely expofed, with other domeftic birds ; that throwing at 
Ducks, &c. may fometimes be prattifed, and the faid Mer 
do amufe themfelves not only with Game-Cocks, but with 
Game-Turkies, Game-Guinea-fowl and Game-Gee/fe. 


Tuat- your Petitioners really do not fee, why fuch 
fports, in turn, would not be equally rational and enter- 
taining, and humane. 


Tuat, therefore, your Petitioners do pray you to en- 
quire into the neceflity of Bird-fighting and throwing at 
Birds; that in cafe fuch diverfions fhould appear to be ne- 
ceffary to enable Men to pafs their time happily, you do 
leffen the perils of your Petitioners in manner before pro- 
pofed ; but that if it fhould appear that fuch fports are bar- 
barous and in no wife neceflary to be indulged, you do on 
Shrove-Tuefday next iffue out your Speciatorial mandate to 
forbid the cuftom of throwing at Cocks on pain of your 
heavy difpleafure, and that you do utterly difcountenance 
Cock-fighting in all parts of the Kingdom, over which your 
authority may extend. 


And your Petitioners fhall ever crow. 


I am forry that I have it not in my power to give 
efficacy to the remonftrance of my Petitioners by the 
terrors of juftice ; that I cannot transfer the com- 
pany at the Cockpit to folitary cells, or confign 
Shrove-Tue/day {port{man to a pillory and a rabble. 
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But ‘could thefe gentlemen read (which cannot be 
expected from them) I might ftill, perhaps, aid the 
caufe of humanity by a word of advice: I would ad_ 
monifh the throwers at Cocks to return to their old 
{port of throwing dumps at leaden images, that 
that brute animals might no longer be put to pain 
by men: and I would inftigate the promoters of de- 
ftruction at the Cockpit to divert themfelves with 
deftroying cach other, that men of feeling might 
no longer be put to pain by brutes. 
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